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DEACON’S GALAXY 

Deacon’s Galaxy – April 2022 

It is Easter. This is the central feast of our faith. We 

experience the death of Jesus for our sins and the 

Resurrection of the Lord to give us new life. There is 

nothing more important that what we are celebrating 

right now. It truly defines us as Catholic Christians. 

But Easter is so great a feast that it cannot be 

contained in one day. The actual Solemnity of Easter 

covers eight days. It is Easter until we complete the 

celebrations on Divine Mercy Sunday. Because is that 

not what Easter is – the Divine Mercy of God in 

action? 

But even that cannot contain the joy of the Church at 

our salvation. The Easter season runs for fifty days. 

There is no other season of celebration that is 

observed for that long a time. Lent is only forty days. 

Advent is just four weeks – at the longest. So that 

tells us again just how central Easter is to our identity. 

To the world, Christmas seems to be central. Maybe 

that is because they cannot make as large a profit on 

candy as they can on all those toys and other gifts. 

Christmas is important to us as Christians because it 

marks the Word Made Flesh. But without Good 

Friday and then Easter, Christmas and the Manger 

have no meaning. It is for this very purpose that Jesus 

was born – to give His life for us and to be 

resurrected in conquest of death. 

Easter has gained some strange trappings if you 

consider the true meaning of the feast. What does this 

all have to do with eggs and a bunny and things like 

that? The simple answer is that the Church, to make 

the Gospel message more relatable, adopted feasts of 

the pagan world and “Christianized” them. Ostera is a 

pagan feast of fertility and new birth. The Church 

simply used what was there to provide a backdrop for 

the story of faith. 

Regardless of its history, the celebration of Easter is 

firmly rooted in the Paschal Mystery. But that in and 

of itself is rooted in our Jewish heritage of the 

Passover. Jesus is the Lamb of God slain for us so 

that the Angel of Death will pass over us. And 

because of Easter, death no longer has any control on 

us. Rejoice in the Resurrection of the Lord! 

Vivat, Jesus – Deacon Mike Kelly 

GRAND KNIGHT’S GALAXY 

      Worthy Brothers All 

Spring has finally arrived, and daylight-saving time 

has finally begun. It's so nice to leave the Council 

meeting in the daylight. 
 

I would like to give a huge THANK YOU to all our 

Brother Knights who so selflessly gave of their 

valuable time to volunteer for this year's Christ the 

Divine Shepherd fish fry. We had a significant 

presence of members each week. 
 

Lent will be coming to an end soon and the Easter 

Vigil will be on Saturday April 16th at 8:30 PM. 

Brother Brian Zeik has been asked by Fr. Mike to re-

instate the tradition of serving hot dogs after the Vigil 

Mass. He is looking for volunteers to help him with 
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this task. Please give Brother Brian a call, text, or 

email if you can help. 
 

The Knight at the Races is rapidly approaching, and 

Brother Tim Jacob will soon be posting the volunteer 

positions that he will need for this year's event. Also, 

he is still in need of liquor, wine, and beer to be made 

into raffle baskets. We will be having our officers 

meeting on April 11th and our general membership 

meeting on April 25th so there is still time to donate. 
 

Brother Greg Blake has put together two Tootsie Roll 

drives this Spring. The first will be on May 14, 2022, 

from 10-4 at the Wilkins Shop N' Save and the second 

will be on June 11, 2022, from 10-4 at the Kuhn's 

Market on Beulah Road. Brother Greg is looking for 

volunteers to work 2 hour shifts for these two events. 

 
It's hard to believe that the 2022 football sweeps will 

be mailed to our council sometime in May. I'm sure 

that Brother Kurt Kmetz can't wait to receive them. 
 

Brothers, save the date for Saturday June 11, 

2022, for our annual Rege Reinnersman golf outing at 

the Murrysville Golf Club. Details will be 

forthcoming. 
 

Lastly, Carol and I would like to wish you, my 

brother knights, and your families a joyous and 

blessed Easter. 
 

Vivat Jesus, Ron  

 

TREASURER’S GALAXY 

          Our treasurer, Bro. Paul Fabrizio, submits the 

following report for the month of March 2022:  

$14,361.49 prior bank balance, $4,658.55 income, 

$1,716.87 expenses, $17,303.17 balance, $4,991.15 

committed funds, $12,316.02 funds available.   

 

The Bishop’s Project balance in our treasury stands at 

$3,191.15. We have committed funds of $1,800.00 

for our six seminarians and $3,191.15 for the 

Bishop’s Project.   

 

Over the past month, the Council made the following  

donations: $200.00 – Pgh. Chapter Meeting Food; 

$500.00 – Tanzania School Project; $500.00 – 

Ukrainian Orphan Fund; $100.00 – St. Vincent 

DePaul Society. Our total for the 2021-22 fiscal year 

stands at $13,743.43. This total does not reflect any 

Bishop Project funds.  

 

THE BISHOP’S PROJECT 

          As noted in the Treasurer’s section above, there 

is now $3,191.15 in our account. This total was raised 

at the three Dollar Drives that were held on Mar. 5-6, 

2022, at St. Bernadette Church: $905.15 – 4 pm 

Mass; $598.00 – 8 am Mass; $855.79 – 11 am Mass; 

and, at the three held at St. Susanna on Mar. 12-13, 

2022: $209.00 – 5 pm Mass; $316.30 – 9 am Mass; 

and, $306.91 – 11:30 am Mass.  A special Knights 

thank you is extended to our chairman, Bro. Matt 

Valentine for his great efforts and to all those brothers 

who volunteered to collect the funds. This certainly 

was a very successful drive.  

 

As noted in the Grand Knight’s section above, Bro. 

Greg Blake has established dates for two Tootsie Roll 

Drives. We are looking for volunteers to handle two-

hour sessions. Please contact Bro. Blake at  

melgregjoel1700@verizon.net to volunteer for a slot.   

 

We also hope to raise substantial sums through the 

Christmas Seals Drive. In the past, some of our 

members have made direct donations to the project or 

have donated through our treasury. Hopefully that 

practice will continue.  

 

If you would like to make a personal donation to the 

project, brothers may go to the web site at 

http://www.bishopsprojectkofc.org/donate to make a  

financial donation and note that you are from Council 

4925. You may also send your donation directly to 

Gary L. Williard, BP Treasurer, 54 Florence Dr., 

Pittsburgh, PA 15220. 

 

KNIGHT AT THE RACES – NOTA BENNE 

          The Annual Knight at the Races is set for 

Friday, April 29, 2022, at the Lourdes Center.  

Brothers, this is within the next three weeks. The  
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Council has had three very successful Races in the 

past and we hope to have another one this year. 

Complete details on registration and purchasing a 

horse/jockey have been listed in the Parish Bulletins 

for the past five weeks. This year all registrations and 

payments will be through the pay-pal program. Please 

get your tickets online at www.knightattheraces.com 

The registration fee is $15 a person which includes all 

your food, beer, wine, soda, water, coffee, and 

dessert. Buying a horse/jockey is $10. All of us who 

plan to volunteer still need a ticket to help cover the 

food and beverages being provided. At $15 per 

person, it is a very good deal. You can even sign up a 

group and reserve seats together in one transaction. 

Many volunteers are needed to make this event a 

success. Please contact Bro. Tim Jacob at 412-378-

0344 or email him at timjacob@gmail.com as he has 

numerous positions to fill.  

 

We have an Officer’s meeting (all brothers are 

invited) on Monday, April 11, 2022, in Biedenbach 

Hall at 7:00 pm. Please bring a pack of beer or a 

bottle of liquor/wine to help us put together a couple 

of Booze Baskets for our auction. If you do not attend 

the meeting, Bro. John Prazenica has asked that you 

bring it to the Lourdes Center on Sunday, April 17, 

2022, anytime between 8:00 am – 4:00 pm and he 

will get it to Bro. Jacob. As Bro. Prazenica puts it 

“our principles of Charity, Unity and Fraternity come 

together at the Knight at the Races. This fundraiser 

brings in large sums of money to help us do our 

charitable work. Brother Knights working together 

make it happen! We need your help!  

UKRAINE SOLIDARITY FUND 

 Your gift today will provide temporary shelter, food, 

medical supplies, clothing, communications and 

religious supplies. These items will all be 

immediately distributed, and 100% of your gift will 

go directly to these displaced people. Join us today 

in supporting Ukraine Solidarity Fund! Please 

prayerfully consider how you can contribute to this 

effort. Your gift of any amount will go a long way 

in helping or brothers and sisters. Together, we can 

bring Christ's healing love to a wounded world. 

To make your donation by credit card, please 

complete the secure form below. If you wish to make 

a payment by check, please make your check out to  

"Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc." and write 

"Ukraine Solidarity Fund" in the memo line. Then, 

please mail your check to: Knights of Columbus 

Charities, Inc., P.O. Box 1966, New Haven, CT, 

06510-1966. 

You can make your gift on-line at Join us today in 
supporting Ukraine Solidarity Fund (kofc.org) 

Clay Bossart  

COAL RAFFLE TICKETS 

          Bro. Steve Meredith, our chairman, reports that 

he received 238 tickets from the brothers and 

$1,190.00. The stubs have been sent to the State 

Council. Here’s hoping some of our brothers will 

soon cash in! A very special Knights thank you is 

extended to Bro. Meredith for his time and effort in 

this venture. We also thank all those brothers who 

purchased/sold the tickets.   

 

COUNCIL DUES 

           Our financial secretary, Bro. Ross Zappa, has 

mailed out the request for payment of 2022 dues. If 

you have responded to the request, we thank you very 

much. If not, please submit your dues in the amount 

of $24 to Bro. Ross Zappa, 386 Willow Hedge Dr., 

Monroeville, PA 15146.  

 

OUR INSURANCE AGENT 

         I believe we have a new field agent. I received a 

post card from David McIntosh, FIC, Assistance 

General Agent, who can be reached at 724-373-8881 

or email david.mcintosh@kofc.org. Remember our 

agents are here to serve us. The Knights of Columbus 

enjoy the highest rating from A.M. Best.  

 

WEB SITE   WWW.KofC4925.ORG    
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keeping the site current. So, add prayer requests, read 

old issues of The Compass dating back to 2006, have  

access to the chairmen of our various projects and 

find links to various sites of interest. The News & 

Announcements and the Events Calendar are updated 

and changed regularly so bookmark this site so you 

may visit it regularly. Recently the minutes of our  

meeting and the treasurer report have been added to 

the site. A very big Knights thank you is  

extended to Bro. John Prazenica, for all his hard work 

and time spent in maintaining the site.  

 

GOOD & WELFARE 

          The next general meeting of the council is set 

for Apr. 25, 2022. An officer meeting is set for Apr. 

11, 2022. Brothers are encouraged to attend all 

meetings.  

 

Our Grand Knight is not able to attend the state 

Convention. In his place, a motion was made and 

seconded at the meeting on Mar. 28, 2022, to send our 

Deputy Grand Knight, Bro. Dave Fennessy. The 

motion was passed.     

  

The Council received a thank you note from Fr. 

Faustine for our $500 donation to the Tanzania 

School Project. We also received a thank you from 

Guest House for our recent donation.  

 

A motion was made and seconded at the meeting on 

Mar. 28, 2022, to send a $500 donation to the 

Ukrainian Orphan Care Fund. The motion was 

passed, and the check has been sent.  

 

The Three Rivers Mass will be held on Apr. 23, 2022, 

at St. Anthony Shrine in Troy Hill.  

 

A testimonial Dinner for outgoing State Officers will 

be held on May 21, 2022, at the Doubletree in 

Cranberry. The cost is $45 a person.  

 

The next State Convention has been set for May 13-

15, 2022, in the Pocono Mountains.   

 

e from our new seminarian, Anthony Pampena.    

 

Bro. Anthony Pulleo will be joined by co-chair, Bro. 

Matt Valentine for the Annual Golf Outing set for 

Saturday, June 11, 2022, at the Murrysville Golf 

Course. Full details will appear in later newsletters.  

 

There will not be a Fish Fry on Good Friday. Apr. 15, 

2022.   

 

Bro. Ed McDermott is in charge of sending get well 

wishes to brothers who may be experiencing sickness.  

If you know of anyone who is sick, please contact  

him at 412-823-6393 or email at 

edwardmcdermott70@gmail.com and he will send get 

well wishes for our Council.  

 

If you are a veteran of our military services or you  

know of a veteran who needs physical or mental 

health, please call the VA Help Line at 1-800- 

273-8255.   

 

The Council still has many magnets. If you would 

like to purchase a He Is Risen Magnet or  

a Keep Christ in Christmas Magnet, please contact  

our chairman, Bro. Robert Schnelbach at 412-915-

9075 or email to schnels@verizon.net  Magnets make 

a nice gift. 

 

The winner of the 50/50 drawing on Mar. 28, 2022, 

was Bro. Joe Daum. He took home $42.  

 

NECROLOGY FOR APRIL 

 

Remembering Our Deceased Brothers 

April 4, 1976, Fr. Hugh F. Biedenbach                   

April 5, 2003, George W. Kingston                       

April 7, 2015, Stephen L. Gyke                               

April 11, 2012, Edward T. McNamara                    

April 12, 2016, PGK Walter J. Janczewski             

April 15, 1992, PGK Raymond Steppling               

April 16, 2006, George H. Milne                             

April 24, 1982, Anthony Rudolf                              

April 24, 2000, Leo R. Stapinski                             

April 26, 2003, Anthony F. Kasmarsik                   

April 28, 2008, Matthew M. Czyzewski 
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April 30, 1995, Thomas M. Cronin, Sr. 

Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may  

perpetual light shine upon them! May their souls and  

the souls of all our dearly departed brothers rest in  

peace. 

 

SICK LIST: Frank Steiner, Dave McDonald, 

Lorraine Zappa, Emily Fisher Kerna, Cathy Alfer, 

Cheryl Aiello, Rev. Anthony Gargotta, Neil Ciorra, 

Janice Ciorra, Bev Kmetz, Diane Camble, Amanda 

Fickley, Elizabeth Lovic, Jameson Lee Gowdy,  

Fr. Rick Thompson, Dave McClendon, Dave Bozic, 

Berta Merrolli, Ryan Fiore, John Halterlein, Jim 

Ciorra, Anna Mae Welding, Jim Marshall, Joe Burke 

III, Leo Hajdukiewicz, Joe Gurski, Lonnie Silver, Ben 

Pusateri, Robert Condrac, Dennis Marney, Joan 

Syrek, Ned Cash, and Patricia Sasselli.  

 

DECEASED: Michael Schaub, William White, 

Rocco Muffi, Tony Mottle, Phyllis Aiello, Patricia 

Madden, Paul DeSabato, Steve Andrews, Paul Hudak, 

John Barley, Dan Balcik, Gwen Wurdak, Jim Hickey, 

Dr. Joe Nista, John Stepanovich, Carol Kohser, Tim 

Daum, Raymond Westbrook, Vincent Tocci, Denise 

Ross, Richard Manning, Thomas Palmieri, Jane 

Bobich, Louis DeFabio, Carol Marney, Mark 

DeFabio, and Mark Wilmotte.  

           

Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may  

perpetual light shine upon them. May their souls and 

all of the souls of our dearly departed rest in peace.  

 

Brothers, please plan on attending our officer’s 

meeting on Apr. 11, 2022, and our general council 

meeting on Apr. 25, 2022, in Biedenbach Hall at 7:00 

pm.  Also, please attend the Knight at the Races on 

Apr. 29, 2022. Brothers, keep safe and keep praying! 

Wishing all our brothers and their families a very 

Happy Easter Season!   

  

Vivat, Jesus – Paul 
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